Necrotizing fasciitis resulting in fatal lung aspergillosis: Uncommon pathogenesis. A case report.
We present a fatal case of Aspergillus-associated lung failure in a patient with necrotizing fasciitis. The cause of the fasciitis was a retroperitoneal perforation of a colon carcinoma. Being already a rare condition, the fasciitis did not manifest as Fournier's gangrene like similar described cases illustrate, but instead travelled along the fasciae and subcutaneous fat tissue cranially into the thoracic cavity, ultimately leading to a disseminated infection of the lungs. The lethal outcome was thus caused by respiratory failure at a time when the primary focus was already successfully treated, contrary to typical cases of necrotizing fasciitis. This case report depicts the importance of acknowledging opportunistic fungal infections in the practice of emergency surgery. Contributing factors, pathogenesis and possible prevention measures are discussed.